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A Tale of Two Cities

A Transnational Perspective on Enterprise Systems Education

• Aimed at:
• Educators trying to set up a  Z programme
• Companies trying to establish links with universities
• Everyone else who is interested



Two cities (Sort of)

Greensboro, NC
• ~280000 inhabitants

• 80 miles west of Raleigh, NC

Luton, UK
• ~185000 inhabitants

• 30 miles north of London, UK



Two cities (Sort of)

Greensboro, NC
• North Carolina Agricultural & 

Technical University

Luton, UK
• University of Bedfordshire



Chelmsford, Essex

• Founded 60CE by the 

Romans 

• ~30 Miles from London

• 160,000 inhabitants

• Marconi Wireless Telegraph & 

Signal Company (1899)

• Home to Virgin’s “V Festival”

If any one were to ask me what in my opinion was 
the dullest and most stupid spot on the face of 
the Earth, I should decidedly say Chelmsford.
- Charles Dickens



History of this talk

• Enterprise Systems Council Call
• May 2014 (establish by Cam)

• Regular call

• Industry and Academia

“Greetings from the US!

I got your name from Scott Fagan of CA and he informed me 
that your School was working in System z. We have been at it 
for a few years and the space has been very good to us. Any 
lessons learned we can share would be our pleasure, and 
likewise your Team may have some perspectives that we have 
not thought about”.

• First met in person at ECC 2015 conference

Parallels, Common experiences and Issues

• First exchanged e-mails 2013

“…surprised you use the term "zEducation". It only works if 
you pronounce Z the British way (Zed rather than Zee) no?”



Format

• Two institutions – Different stages in zEducation programmes

• Five areas
• Establishing a programme

• Connecting with students

• Finding Industry partners

• International Perspectives

• Ways forward

• Two key questions

• Two different perspectives



Establishing a programme

What is your experience of establishing a Z Skills programme?

What have been the barriers and how have you overcome them?



Connecting with students

How do you get the right students involved?

How do you keep them interested and progressing?



Finding Industry Partners

How can links with industry partners be established?

How best to manage those relationships?



International Perspectives

What can we learn from each others experiences?

What can we learn from work being done in other countries?



Ways forward

Where to next for your programme?

What are the issues for the coming year?



Questions?



Thank you


