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Recap from last conference
(September 2014)

 z/OS Management Facility (z/OSMF) provides a web-based GUI 

front end, with plug-in applications, to perform many z/OS system 

programmer tasks. 

 z/OSMF V2.1 Workflow allows us the capability to define steps and 

invoke application programs to do a series of tasks.

 There is a workflow owner, and tasks can be assigned to different 

people.  

 Tasks can be skipped if not applicable.  Tasks dependencies can be 

managed.

 First foray to help with software migration: z/OS V2.1 migration 

documentation port into z/OSMF Workflow.  



Current assistance with software migration

1. z/OS V2.1 Migration “doc only” workflows (since 2014):

• From z/OS R12 to V2.1 and from z/OS R13 to V2.1.

• z13 Migration workflow  

• Information in the workflow matches the documentation.  
Migration workflows are intended to be updated before or 
concurrent with documentation updates.

2. Not much in the way of feedback on customer migration.

• We have defect data, but that doesn’t cover the entire 
experience.

3. IBM Health Checker for z/OS checks for migration usage 
(since 2008 for z/OS R10)

• All checks have been provided by the owning component with 
PTFs on applicable releases.



Proposed next steps for migration 

workflows*
1. Integration of IBM Health Checks into workflow for migration.

• “Safe” first step for migration.

• Run appropriate checks to determine migration action status.

• The output of the check will determine whether step has failed 
or completed.

2. Optional feedback incorporation on the step and overall 
level.

3. Ability to deliver migration health checks outside the product 
from the web.

• All checks would be “as is”.  

• Very similar to “z/OS UNIX Tools and Toys”.

• With assimilation into the workflow.

* Statements regarding IBM future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal, and represent goals 

and objectives only.



1. Integration of IBM Health 

Checks into workflow for 

migration



Perform tab is “doc only”.

You can only click on Finish to indicate 

you’ve completed the migration action.

RECAP – z/OS V2.1 Migration workflow

Available March 6, 2014



Perform tab will guide you through a mini-

wizard to run the associated health check, 

and determine the step’s status from that 

check run.

Proposed



Proposed

Instructions tell you that job will run a 

health check and will set the step state.

Exception = Failed state.  Fix problem.

Success = Complete state.  Done with                 

migration action.

“Fresh run” each time job is executed.

If a health check is INACTIVE, the job 

will activate it, then deactivate it to leave 

it as found.  

You must have authority to run the health 

check.  

If you retrieved the health check from the 

web, you have to have already added it 

to Health Checker or it will not be found.



Proposed

Job card option for any workflow that runs 

a job.



Proposed

Shows you the job, you can Edit JCL if 

you wish.



Proposed

Submit, Save, as you wish.



Proposed

Job output across all 

Status tabs…



Proposed

SYSTSPRT tells us about 

the health check run…



Proposed

SYSOUT gives us the 

check message buffer.



Proposed

Check exception = Failed



Proposed

1. Fixed the problem.

2. Re-performed the step.

3.  Now, check success = Complete



2. Optional feedback 
incorporation on the step and 
overall level



Proposed

For migration steps that run health 

checks, need a separate “Perform” 

tab.

Workflow doesn’t have two Perform 

tabs, so having it as a separate 

feedback step allows us to keep the 

tasks separate.

My requirement:  a separate 

“Feedback” tab to keep the task and 

feedback on the same step.



Proposed

Feedback placed in a flat 

file where you desire.

Edit as you like here (or via 

ISPF), then email to 

zosmig@us.ibm.com.

Today,  it’s stored on z/OS.  

Workstation store hasn’t 

been implemented at this 

time.



Associated with workflows 
calling Health Checks:

3. Ability to deliver migration 
health checks outside the 
product from the web





All packages listed here are free. There are no warranties of any kind, and there is no service or technical support available 

for these from IBM.

These tools were designed for z/OS by IBM developers and testers. Unless otherwise noted, most of the tools are not 

portable to other platforms. 

If you have a problem working with a package, contact zosmig@us.ibm.com.

General instructions on how to download and install these IBM Health Checker for z/OS health checks.

…………….<instructions here>…………..

Description Last update Link

In z/OS V2R2, IBM HTTP Server powered by 

Apache is planned to replace IBM HTTP

Server powered by Domino(R).  Is your 

system impacted?  Find out by running this 

health check on your system. 

2015-01-20 Download the IBM HTTP Server 

Domino Health Check <here>. 

New web page!

First “as is” migration 

health check

mailto:zosmig@us.ibm.com


Fyi:  some requirements that would 

help migration even more in z/OSMF

A. Ability to use a prior migration workflow to “prime” the 
next release migration workflow.  (“Upgrade” use 
case.)  

 User would have control if variables, and all step attributes 
(status, owner, assignee) are to be primed

B. Ability to refresh a workflow with a higher level of that 
same workflow.  (“Update” use case.)

C. Ability for the user to add their own steps (and 
“upgrade” with them).

D. Ability to export workflow information for post-
processing for existing business procedures, and to 
“pretty print” a workflow.



 Build upon the strategic direction of using z/OSMF for 
system programmers to manage and configure their 
z/OS system.

 Reaching into the next level to help with software 
migration, but hooking into existing assistance methods 
used today.

 Starting to gather experience information which was not 
obtainable previously.  Firsthand feedback of the user’s 
own impression. 

Benefits of enhancing migration workflows


