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Agenda 

 “The Question” 

 Educational background 

 IBM experience 

 Leadership training and opportunities 

 Career-specific skills 

 Web sites  
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The Question 

 In mentoring undergraduate and graduate students in computing and business, I am often 

asked: 

 

 Are you using your degree?  

 

 How do your courses apply to your current job assignment? 

 How do you learn what to do in your job? 

 Does your degree provide the skills you need? 

Are you using your degree? 
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Education 

 Undergraduate degree in math (linear algebra, complex analysis, graph theory, calculus) 

 Fortran computer science class 

 Business graduate courses at Marist in Organizational Behavior 

 Graduate degree in finance (statistics, regression analysis) 

 Postgraduate courses  

 Technical writing class at RPI 

 IBM technical training 

IBM Presentation Template Full Version 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=NX3ypV7q1ntOSM&tbnid=1yQgV0lucXTOaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvassarmedia.blogspot.com%2F&ei=JUF_U5KPAYnKsQSbqIH4Cw&bvm=bv.67720277,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFzRoL_OMhX76xj4R8LAh-11oPYcw&ust=1400935070705706
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IBM Experience 
 

 Joined IBM as a technical writer in Information Development. 

 Taught Assembler Language in Programming School. 

 Promoted to information developer, planner. 

 Held management position. 

 Promoted to Advisory Software Engineer. 

 Team leader for Language Environment and C/C++. 

 Currently team leader for z/OS MVS writing team. 

Are you using your degree? 
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Learning about mainframes 

 

 

 

 

“I am amazed at the performance of these 
machines. Nothing comes close to matching the 

System z levels of high availability.” 

             - Student quote 

Are you using your degree? 
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System z documentation 

 z/OS* is complex 

 Over 400 books in the library 

 Online search, web site, info center 

 Knowledge Center 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     *Trademark of IBM Corporation 

 

Are you using your degree? 
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Applying education in the workplace  
 

 Learning the discipline of a field of study - math  

 The instructor observing the process of learning as well as the content learned 

 Certifications can be obtained mid-career as needed 

 Writing background and humanities courses 

 Mentors in the career 

 Career paths 

Are you using your degree? 
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“The Donut” 
 

 

 

Are you using your degree? 
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Using my background in my job 

 Some examples of tasks in my position as an information developer in user technology to 

illustrate my observations include: 

 Preparing and proofreading the math symbols in this book: z/OS Language Environment 

Programming Reference: http://publibz.boulder.ibm.com/epubs/pdf/cee13200.pdf 

 Addressing customer questions on mainframe accounting in this book: z/OS MVS System 

Management Facilities: http://publibz.boulder.ibm.com/epubs/pdf/iea3g202.pdf 

 Responding to customer comments on C functions, researching IEEE Open Standards, and 

preparing C/C++ library function descriptions in: z/OS XL C/C++ Runtime Library Reference, 

including binary and decimal floating point specifics: 

http://publibz.boulder.ibm.com/epubs/pdf/edc1b200.pdf 

Are you using your degree? 

http://publibz.boulder.ibm.com/epubs/pdf/cee13200.pdf
http://publibz.boulder.ibm.com/epubs/pdf/iea3g202.pdf
http://publibz.boulder.ibm.com/epubs/pdf/edc1b200.pdf
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Building programming skills in z/OS and z/VM 

z/OS publications 

 http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/library/bkserv/ 

 z/OS Introduction and Release Guide 

 z/OS Language Environment Programming Guide 

 z/OS XL C/C++ User’s Guide 

 z/OS XL C/C++ Runtime Library Reference 

 http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/features/lang_environment/ 

z/VM publications 

 http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/library/bkserv/zvm.html 

 IBM XL C/C++ for z/VM Runtime Library Reference 

Are you using your degree? 

http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/library/bkserv/
http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/library/bkserv/
http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/library/bkserv/
http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/library/bkserv/zvm.html
http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/library/bkserv/zvm.html
http://www-03.ibm.com/systems/z/os/zos/library/bkserv/zvm.html
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Additional use of education in job 
 

Are you using your degree? 

•Alphabetizing syntax parameters in z/OS MVS Initialization and Tuning 
Reference – 850 pages 
•Book improvement 
•Editing skills 
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Leadership Training and Opportunities 

 Engineer’s Week 

 IBM management training 

 Mentoring 

 Simon School Alumni Council 

 

 

 Networking project – Communications Server 

 Team leader for Shanghai ID team in C/C++ 

 Working with Development group in Toronto 

 Training, transfer of documents, setting up files 

 Teamwork 

Are you using your degree? 
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Career-specific information 

 MOOC – Introduction to Enterprise Computing 

 Marist computing education 

 Enterprise Computing Conference 

 IBM Academic Initiative  

Are you using your degree? 



© 2014 IBM Corporation 15 

Web sites: 

 Toastmasters International: www.toastmasters.org 

 Math-related careers: http://www.maa.org/careers 

 

 

 

 

 

 You can contact me at: 

  www.ibm.com 

Are you using your degree? 

http://www.toastmasters.org/
http://www.maa.org/careers
http://www.ibm.com/
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Questions? 
 

Are you using your degree? 


