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Agenda

 New Academic Initiative web site
- Locate schools
- School profiles

 Certification

 Curriculum update

 Education events and opportunities

 Student tours

 RD&T 

 Job boards 

 Student contests

 Scholarships and Awards

 Social media 
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What is the IBM Academic Initiative?

A skills initiative – An IBM program that partners with academic 
institutions worldwide to build a pipeline of skilled students for the IT 
jobs of tomorrow and skills for a smarter planet.

Membership in the IBM Academic Initiative is free and open to 
individual faculty members. 

ibm.com/university/academicinitiative
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Why teach or learn Enterprise Systems

– 71% of global Fortune 500 companies are 
using IBM System z

– 95% of the Fortune 100 use Power Systems
– 96 out of the top 100 banks use System z
– 70% of Hospitality and Gaming industry runs 

on Power Systems
– 9 out of the top 10 global life/health 

insurance providers use System z

 Industry is asking for students with 
fundamental enterprise systems knowledge 

 Students need exposure to large scale 
computing and solving large problems that 
can’t be solved on iPads, Laptops, and x86 
architecture

IBM Watson Runs on Power Systems
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NEW Academic Initiative web site – 
ibm.com/university/academicinitiative
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Locate schools teaching Enterprise Systems

ibm.com/systems/z/education/academic/schools_na.html
ibm.com/university/aix         ibm.com/university/ibmi        ibm.com/university/linux
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School Profiles – Connecting clients with schools

Program overview

Faculty

Products and 
technologies taught

Curriculum

Recruiters

Profiles will be available on
participating schools site
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Building credentials – Entry level proficiency exams

IBM System z Mastery Exam
 Audience – Students studying enterprise 

systems and industry professionals new to the 
platform

– No cost offering in 2013 
– 3,877 students from 40 countries

 Resources
– Based on the 

Introduction to Mainframes:� z/OS Basics  

 Learn more at
– ibm.com

/developerworks/university/systemz/masterytest/
– ibm.com/certify/mastery_tests/ovrZ05.shtml

IBM Certified Associate System 
Administrator – IBM i 7 

Available at 5,000+ Prometric locations

Avenue for students to validate Enterprise Computing 
knowledge and distinguish themselves from other job 
candidates

 Industry feedback: Valuable measurement of ‘Entry Level 
Criteria’

Audience – Students studying IBM i 
and industry professionals new to the 
platform 

Resources
– Based on 

I15:� Introduction to Architecture & Operations for IBM i
 and 
I16:� System Operator Workshop for IBM i

Learn more at
– ibm.com

/certify/certs/04020301.shtml

https://www14.software.ibm.com/webapp/devtool/scholar/web/coursewarePickPage.do?source=ai-course-systemz
http://www.ibm.com/developerworks/university/systemz/masterytest/
http://www.ibm.com/developerworks/university/systemz/masterytest/
http://www.ibm.com/certify/mastery_tests/ovrZ01.shtml
http://www.ibm.com/certify/mastery_tests/ovrZ01.shtml
https://www14.software.ibm.com/webapp/iwm/web/reg/download.do?source=ai-course-systemi&S_PKG=0455N&lang=en
https://www14.software.ibm.com/webapp/iwm/web/reg/download.do?source=ai-course-systemi&S_PKG=0455N&lang=en
http://www-304.ibm.com/jct03001c/services/learning/ites.wss/us/en?pageType=course_description&courseCode=AS240
http://www-03.ibm.com/certify/certs/04020301.shtml
http://www-03.ibm.com/certify/certs/04020301.shtml
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Curriculum under development

 Getting Started with Enterprise Systems (ESLMs)
–New learning content / new to platform
–Series of Mini modules
–Large component of hands on application
–Secondary education pilot (K-12, AP Computer Science, Vocational)

 Power Systems work in progress 
–IBM i courseware consolidation
–NEW: AIX certification for students
–Business Enterprise Applications
–Increased focus: Linux on Power
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Education events and opportunities

 Enterprise Systems Summer 
Seminar at Syracuse, New York – 
June 3-5

 zEnterprise Technology Summits

 System z foundational courses – 
IBM IIC Dallas / remote

 User group conferences
– SHARE Boston, August 12-16 / zNextGen
– COMMON Fall Conference & Expo (St. Louis), September 9-11
– GSE Management Summit (Barcelona), October 14-15
– Enterprise Systems Technical University (Orlando), October 21 – 25

 Ongoing faculty skills development
   – Events, classes, conferences (System z) - ibm.com/university/systemz/#train 

 Power Systems
– Subject Matter Expert directory
– Centers of Excellence in development 
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zEnterprise Technology Summits

 The New zEnterprise — A 
Cost-Busting Platform 

– Free software and hardware 
technology update to learn 
how IBM® zEnterprise® 
takes mainframe value to a 
new level with 
enhancements to centralized 
management 

 Full-day seminar

  Visit ibm.com
/software/systemz/seminar/mainframe
 right now for additional 
information and how to register 
for the seminar nearest you. 

file:///mnt/nfs/storage/convertfiles/input/..%2F..%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2Fnotes32C5CD%2Fibm.com%2Fsoftware%2Fsystemz%2Fseminar%2Fmainframe
file:///mnt/nfs/storage/convertfiles/input/..%2F..%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2Fnotes32C5CD%2Fibm.com%2Fsoftware%2Fsystemz%2Fseminar%2Fmainframe
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Connect with Students – Industry Tours

IBM Poughkeepsie tours
 Hofstra University

– 16 students & 1 professor
– Tours: Manufacturing Floor / Green Data Center / Test Floor
– Special presentation by Leonard Santalucia from Vicom Infinity

 PTECH
– 100 students & 10 professors
– Executive speakers Kelly Ryan & Maria Boonie
– Tours:  Manufacturing Floor / System Test Floor
– Special afternoon activity with Education Week to write article

 Rochester Institute of Technology
– 19 students & 1 professor
– Tours:  Manufacturing Floor / Green Data Center / System Test Floor
– Special presentation by Diane Mench

 Opportunities to participate
- IBM: volunteer
- Industry: Host a tour / guest lecture
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RD&T – A mainframe on your own machine

Rational Development and Test Environment for System z

• Previously only available to ISVs, soon to be available to AI members

• Full System z software stack running on your own machine

• For deep skills, full control of system

• Third tier of support, after academic hub system and IIC

• Not for everyone – requires you to be system administrator

• Deep discount – not a no-charge offering
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Job Boards

Benefits 

Free, secure, and easy to use

Fast access to mainframe and Power 
jobs and talent

Post or Search for jobs

Connects students and industry

Mainframe
 - systemzjobs.com

Power Systems
 - powersystemsjobs.com

• Entry level/internships
• Experienced professionals

Questions? 

Contact zSkills@us.ibm.com  powerskills@us.ibm.com

Sponsored by the
IBM Academic Initiative, System z

IBM Academic Initiative, Power Systems

Lets employers post detailed job requirements for job seekers of all 
experience levels to review and apply

Global pool of talent specializing in mainframe and Power technology, 
including both students and experienced professionals

Additional Job board reference
IT-ology - http://it-ology.org/  

http://it-ology.org/
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ibm.com/university/contest

• Runs in the fall semester
• Hands-on contest for university and

High school students
• No experience necessary
• Remote logon from dorms, apartments, labs
• Increasing difficulty, increasing prize levels

– Part 1: 1-2 hours to complete, win a T-shirt
– Part 2: 10-20 hours to complete, win IBM Prize Pack
– Part 3: Weeks to months to complete, win a tablet computer and a trip to an IBM 

mainframe lab

Worldwide totals: 8 years, 33 countries, 59,000+ students!

IBM Master the Mainframe Contest

http://www.ibm.com/university/contest
http://www.ibm.com/university/contest
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Master the Mainframe contests around the world - Generating 
student enthusiasm

33 countries - 8 years – 59,000 students

2013 Contests

Australia
Brazil
China
India
Mexico
Poland
Russia
Spain
Spanish SA (9 countries)
Taiwan
United Kingdom
US & Canada
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2013 SHARE Academic Award for Excellence

Recognizing the next generation of enterprise technology professionals.

Open to students and recent graduates enrolled full-time in high school,
undergraduate or graduate university program focused on Information
Systems, Enterprise Computing, Computer Science, Information 
Technology or a related concentration.

Students should submit an academic-related enterprise project that could
add value to an organization’s overall IT goals and mission. 

The Grand Prize winner will be recognized at the 2013 SHARE summer
conference in Boston 

Visit the SHARE web site for additional information:
- Award Criteria and Requirements
- Prizes
- Rules, Regulations and Eligibility

Questions? Contact Karen Zader kzader@share.org.

Sponsored by:

mailto:kzader@share.org
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IBM Destination z Enterprise Computing Scholarship

1.  Chris Richardson, University of South Carolina

2.  Subashree Ramachandran, Northern Illinois University

3.  James Ewell, West Texas A&M University

4.  Ronesha Sharma, University of Arkansas

5.  Joseph Lodin, Rochester Institute of Technology

6.  Theodore Huntley, Illinois State University 

7.  Jenna-Shae Banks, North Carolina A&T University

8.  Dontrell Harris, North Carolina A&T University

9.  Jie Hou, Northern Illinois University

10.  Shane Hale, Rochester Institute of Technology

Congratulations to our 2012 winners!

Interested in sponsoring the next generation of mainframers?  
Contact us at zskills@us.ibm.com
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Social Media

“Like” us on Facebook to keep up with 
all the latest news, offerings and 
events!

• IBM Academic Initiative System z
www.facebook.com/EnterpriseAcademicI
nitiative

• IBM Master the Mainframe Contest
www.facebook.com/MasterTheMainframe 

http://www.facebook.com/MasterTheMainframe
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IBM can assist you with Enterprise Systems skills

 
Contact us at zskills@us.ibm.com or powerskills@us.ibm.com

Questions?

mailto:zskills@us.ibm.com
mailto:powerskills@us.ibm.com
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 Important Web sites and contacts

 IBM Academic Initiative
ibm.com/university/academicinitiative

 Academic Initiative for Enterprise Systems
ibm.com/university/systemz
ibm.com/university/power

 IBM System z certification and mastery test
ibm.com/certify/mastery_tests/ovrZ05.shtml

IBM Power Systems Academic Initiative
Program Manager - Peter Glass, pglass@us.ibm.com
Darlene Rose, darlenerose@us.ibm.com

IBM System z Academic Initiative
Program Manager – Kathy Pfeiffer, pfeiff@us.ibm.com
Troy Crutcher, tdcrutch@us.ibm.com (Curriculum leader)
Mike Todd, todd@us.ibm.com (Contest leader)

 IBM Certified Associate System 
Administrator – IBM i 7 (certification)

    ibm.com/certify/certs/04020301.shtml

 Job boards
System z: systemzJobs.com
Power Systems: powersystemsjobs.com
IT-ology: http://it-ology.org/ 

 IBM Master the Mainframe Contest
ibm.com/university/contest

Questions?
Contact zskills@us.ibm.com, powerskills@us.ibm.com

http://www.ibm.com/university/systemz
http://www.ibm.com/university/systemz
http://www.ibm.com/university/systemz
http://www.ibm.com/university/systemz
http://www.ibm.com/certify/mastery_tests/azprogprot_mt.shtml
http://www.ibm.com/certify/mastery_tests/azprogprot_mt.shtml
mailto:pglass@us.ibm.com
mailto:darlenerose@us.ibm.com
mailto:pfeiff@us.ibm.com
mailto:tdcrutch@us.ibm.com
mailto:todd@us.ibm.com
file:///mnt/nfs/storage/convertfiles/input/..%2F..%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2FAI_Presentations_WW%2FAI_AITP%2Fibm.com%2Fcertify%2Fcerts%2F04020301.shtml
file:///mnt/nfs/storage/convertfiles/input/..%2F..%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2FAI_Presentations_WW%2FAI_AITP%2Fibm.com%2Fcertify%2Fcerts%2F04020301.shtml
http://it-ology.org/
http://it-ology.org/
http://it-ology.org/
file:///mnt/nfs/storage/convertfiles/input/..%2F..%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%20Settings%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FDocuments%20and%20Settings%2FAdministrator%2FLocal%20Settings%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2FLocal%20Settings%2FDocuments%20and%20Settings%2FAdministrator%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2FAI_presentations%2Fibm.com%2Fsystems%2Fz%2Fdestinationz%2F
file:///mnt/nfs/storage/convertfiles/input/..%2F..%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FTemp%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%20Settings%2FUsers%2FIBM_ADMIN%2FAppData%2FLocal%2FDocuments%20and%20Settings%2FAdministrator%2FLocal%20Settings%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2FLocal%20Settings%2FDocuments%20and%20Settings%2FAdministrator%2FLocal%20Settings%2FTemp%2FAI_presentations%2Fibm.com%2Fsystems%2Fz%2Fdestinationz%2F
mailto:zskills@us.ibm.com
mailto:powerskills@us.ibm.com
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